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east of that Pomerania. Roughly these groups represented
the spheres of influence of the two families descended from the
marriages of the two daughters of Magnus, the last Billung
duke of Saxony.1 In the middle of the twelfth century the
heads of these two families, Henry the Lion and Albert the
Bear, were the leading protagonists in the advance against
the Slavs. Henry had the advantage, especially in the
north, of being the duke of Saxony; Albert, besides being
margrave of the North Mark, acquired Brandenburg by
inheritance from its last Wendish ruler, Pribislav, in 1150.
A third competitor was Adolf, count of Holstein, whose pos-
sessions brought him into close contact with the Wends, but
exposed him also to the keen rivalry of his overlord, Henry
the Lion.
The work of There was only occasionally concerted action among the
colonisation German leaders, for Henry the Lion was not content to see
development ^s subordinates reaping the harvest that he wished to make
exclusively his own. His method was conquest by force of
arms, theirs the peaceful and the more permanent way by
means of conversion and colonisation. Adolf of Holstein
supported the missionary work of Vicelin among the Obotrites,
with whose prince, Niclot, he was on friendly terms ; and he
encouraged settlers to come in large numbers from West-
phalia, Frisia, and Holland—lowlanders, accustomed to drain
swampy areas and put them under cultivation. Albert the
Bear, who had given active support to the missionary work
of the Premonstratensians, imitated Adolf in encouraging
Dutch and Flemish settlers,2 They introduced everywhere
their own place-names, so that their settlements can be
distinguished at the present day; they were allowed by
charter to retain their own customs and judicial institutions;
on the other hand, they were rid of some of their old liabili-
ties, for they were freeholders, exempt from the burdens of
manorial tenants, and except for a nominal rent to their
immediate overlord they owed services only to the margrave.
Among the peasants of Germany they held a unique position.
The policy of peaceful penetration was interrupted in
xSee above, pp. 255-6.
*Wichmaixn, who was archbishop of Magdeburg from 1152 to 1192,
shared in this work of colonisation, as well as continuing the missionary
work of his predecessor Norbert

